


SOURCES OF FUNDING – updated July 2006

Funding and sponsorship schemes are many and varied. They are often changed or
updated and it is important to check what the funding bodies and authorities are offering at
that time. It is strongly recommended that you contact your home country development
officer / development team in the first instance, as many of the funding agencies will only
refer you to the national or home country governing body.

In this guide, each home country has a separate section – highlighting specific funding
streams and / or initiatives - as well as including relevant UK wide agencies /
organisations.

Explanation of the key funding opportunities relevant to all Home Countries

• The Big Lottery Fund

The Big Lottery Fund has brought together the funding programmes of the New
Opportunities Fund and the Community Fund and builds on the experience and best
practice of both organisations, to simplify funding. It will continue funding for charities and
the voluntary sector and health, education and the environment.

The three types of funding are Open Programmes (for voluntary and community
organisations – similar to programmes run by the Community Fund), National Programmes
(similar to larger, themed programmes funded by the New Opportunities Fund) and
Transformational Programmes (funding for major projects of national significance which
will concentrate on capital development).

• Awards for All

This fund is geared towards small groups with a community focus. The programme aims to
provide small grants of between £500 and £10,000 for small, local groups, with the priority
given to organisations with an annual income of less than £15,000.

Applications can be made all year-round with no deadlines. No partnership funding is
required in cash and contributions of time, effort or materials will be accepted.

• Foundation for Sport and the Arts

Set up by the football pools promoters, this body has around £60 million annually to donate
to sports and arts organisations. Grants have been given to a wide range of projects.

• Sportsmatch

This is a government initiative, which aims to improve the quality and quantity of business
sponsorship at grassroots level. Every pound put in by a new business sponsor, starting
from a minimum of £1,000, has the potential to be matched on an equal basis.



Funding - UK-wide

Association of Charitable Foundations
The Association of Charitable Foundations is primarily an

information and support organisation for grant-making trusts and
foundations in the UK. It does not make grants itself, and does

not publish information beyond what is contained on this website.
It cannot give advice about individual applications, nor help grant-

seekers find suitable funders.

www.acf.org.uk/linkstrusts.htm

Abbey National Charitable Trust Ltd
Awards are made to all charities in disadvantaged areas for

projects involving education and training, local regeneration or
financial management.

Grants are available from £250 up to £20,000 in the Glasgow
Partnership Group area and up to £2,500 elsewhere in Scotland.

Abbey National Charitable Trust Ltd
PO Box 911
Central Milton Keynes, MK9 1AD
0870 608 0104
www.abbeynational.com/homecomm_inv/comm_inv-trust.htm

Barclays Community Fund
Awards are made to community groups in support of projects
related to education, the environment, the arts, disability and

social inclusion. Grants are available from £1,000 up to £25,000,
although a higher amount may be considered in exceptional

circumstances.

Barclays Community Fund
2 Portland Road
Holland Park
London, W11 4LA
www.barclays.co.uk/community

BBC Children in Need
Awards are made to voluntary organisations for projects assisting
disadvantaged children and young people up to age 18. Grants
start at a few hundred pounds with the upper limit depending on

the merits of the project.

www.bbc.co.uk/cin/
pudsey@bbc.co.uk

Big Lottery Fund
Launched on 1 June 2004, the Big Lottery Fund was created to

build on the experience and best practice of the New
Opportunities Fund and the Community Fund to simplify funding
in those areas where the two bodies overlapped, and to ensure

lottery funding provides the best possible value for money.

Head Office
1 Plough Place
London EC4A 1DE
020 7211 1800
Big Advice Line 0845 4 10 20 30
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

Camelot Foundation
There are 4 programmes of work but the main grants programme

is Transforming Lives, which makes grants to voluntary
organisations working with target groups. The trustees meet four

times a year to allocate grants under this programme.

Camelot Foundation
University House, 11-13 Lower Grosvenor Place
London, SW1W 0EX
020 7828 6085
www.camelotfoundation.org.uk

CCPR
CCPR is the national association for governing bodies of sport

and recreation and was established to promote and develop the
work of its membership. It does not provide funding but has a
downloadable page “Links to Sources of Funding for Sport &

Recreation”.

CCPR
www.ccpr.org.uk
www.ccpr.org.uk/dyncat.cfm?catid=4260

Coalfields Regeneration Trust
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust is an independent agency,

committed to achieving social and economic regeneration in the
former coalfield areas of Wales, England and Scotland.

www.coalfields-regen.org.uk

Comic Relief
Awards are made to voluntary organisations for projects that

address issues of poverty or social injustice. Small grant of up to
£5,000 and large ones of over £5,000 (with no upper limit) are

awarded across 6 different programmes.

Comic Relief
UK Grants Team
5th Floor, 89 Albert Embankment
London, SE1 7TP
0207 820 5555
www.comicrelief.com

Commander Collins Bursary
Awards are made to individuals and sports clubs to help fund
coach development training. Grants are offered from £200 to

£1,000.

Commander Collins Bursary
14 Mardley Dell, Welwyn
Hertfordshire, AL6 0UR



European Sponsorship Association

o The European Sponsorship Association (ESA) is the
voice of the sponsorship industry across Europe

o It was formed in 2003 from the Institute of Sports
Sponsorship (ISS) and the European Sponsorship
Consultants Association (ESCA).

o It is made up of the leading sponsors, consultants,
rights holders, suppliers and professional bodies
working within the sponsorship industry and provides
information and expertise on all types of sponsorship
activity including sport.

ESA General Manager
Farm Cottage
14 Water Lane
Cobham
Surrey
KT11 2PB
England
Tel: + 44 (0) 1932 866 875
Fax: + 44 (0) 1932 866 875
Email: enquiries@europeansponsorship.org

Foundation for Sport and the Arts
Set up by the football pools promoters, this body has around £60
million annually to donate to sports and arts organisations. Grants

have been given to a wide range of projects.

Foundation for Sports and the Arts
P.O. Box 20
Liverpool, L13 1HB
0151 259 5505
www.thefsa.net/aboutus.htm

The Peter Harrison Foundation
Awards are made to registered charities for projects involving
sporting activities that provide development opportunities for

disabled or disadvantaged people. Grants are offered from £500
with no published upper limit.

The Peter Harrison Foundation
Foundation House
42-48 London Road
Reigate, Surrey, RH2 9QQ
01737 228000
www.peterharrisonfoundation.org

Inclusive Fitness Initiative
Open to all not for profit fitness facilities and offers grants to
support developments for people with disabilities in four key
areas – equipment, training, marketing, sports development.

Inclusive Fitness Initiative
MLS Ltd., 4 Park Square, Newton Chambers Road
Thorncliffe Park, Chapeltown, Sheffield. S35 2PH
 
0114 2572060 - Textphone users add prefix 18001
0114 2577212
http://www.inclusivefitness.org.uk

Laing’s Charitable Trust
Awards are made to voluntary groups for projects covering a
broad range of fields. Grants are made up to a maximum of

£1,000.

Laing’s Charitable Trust
The Waterfront
Elstree Road, Elstree, Hertfordshire, WD6 3BS
020 8236 8821

Laing’s Family Foundations Laing’s Family Foundations
33 Bunns Lane
Mill Hill, London, NW7 2DX

The Lord’s Taverners
Awards are made to voluntary organisations for projects that
encourage young people under 25 with physical or mental

disabilities to participate in sporting and recreational activities
within a group environment. Grants of up to £5,000 are available.

The Lord’s Taverners
10 Buckingham Place
London, SW1E 6HX
020 7821 2829
www.lordstaverners.org

The Rank Foundation
Awards are made to charitable organisations for projects

involving disadvantaged young people, the elderly and the
disabled. Most grants are for under £5,000.

The Rank Foundation
PO Box 2862, Whitnash
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, CV31 2YH
01926 744550
www.rankfoundation.org

Henry Smith Charity
Awards are made to community organisations for projects

involving disadvantaged children or the provision of rehabilitation
or training services for the disabled. Grants are available in the

range of £500 to £10,000.

Henry Smith Charity
5 Chancery Lane, Clifford’s Inn
London, EC4A 1BU
0207 320 6884
www.henrysmith.org.uk

Commercial sponsorship / funding publications
One useful guide is the “Sporting GB UK’s guide to the trade”
(previously known as Harpers) and is available from:

Sport England Publications have some essential information for
clubs.

The Directory of Social Change (DSC) publishes a number of
useful general guides to fundraising.

Sporting GB UK
Miller Freeman House
Sovereign Way, Tonbridge, Kent. TN9 1RW

www.sportenglandpublications.org.uk

www.dsc.org.uk



Other Trusts and Foundations
A range of general trusts or foundations may consider a sport-
related application if their criteria for financial aid are met.  The
standard reference book listing these organisations and their

objectives/grants/beneficiaries is the Directory of Grant-making
Trusts. Large public libraries may hold copies of this book.

Directory of Social Change
24 Stephenson Way
London
NW1 2DP
020 7391 4800
www.dsc.org.uk

Sportlink
This organisation is a register of sportsmen, sportswomen and
events, and looks to link them to Business sponsorship partners.

www.sportlinkuk.com

Other relevant websites

www.trustfunding.org.uk

www.fundinginformation.org.uk

www.funderfinder.org.uk

www.volcomgrants.gov.uk

www.rcu.gov.uk

www.trustfunding.org.uk

www.companygiving.org.uk

www.governmentfunding.org.uk

www.grantsforindividuals.org.uk

www.fundraising.co.uk

www.fundingagents.com

www.grantsforindividuals.org.uk

www.access-funds.co.uk

www.grantsonline.org.uk

www.grantsnet.co.uk

www.fundersonline.org

www.cre.gov.uk

www.communityfoundations.org.uk

www.co-op.co.uk

   www.tudortrust.org.uk

   www.garfieldweston.org

   www.grants4.info/portal/index.asp

www.culture.gov.uk



Funding – England Specific

Awards for All Lottery Grant
Awards are made to voluntary sports clubs and community organisations with
incomes of less than £20,000 pa. Eligible projects must be developmental and

cost no more than £10,000.

Awards for All
4th Floor, 1 Atlantic Quay
1 Robertson Street, Glasgow, G2 8JB
0845 600 2040 (application pack)
0870 240 2931 (advice)
www.awardsforall.org.uk

Big Lottery Fund
The Big Lottery Fund has offices in the nine England Regions – look at the Big

Lottery Fund website for the regional contact details.

0845 4 10 20 30
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/about/offices/england.htm

Landfill Tax Credit Scheme
The Landfill Tax Credit Scheme (LTCS) encourages and enables landfill

operators (LOs) to support a wide range of environmental projects by giving
them a 90 per cent tax credit against their donations to Environmental Bodies

(Ebs). These donations are capped at 6% of the LO's landfill tax liability.
A very wide range of organisations may register as EBs and receive LTCS
money. In addition, many organisations benefit from LTCS funding without
enrolling as EBs, choosing instead to work with a Distributive Environmental
Body (DEB). However, whichever route to funding suits your organisation, you
must comply with the following:

o Non-profit distributing. You don't have to be a charity, but any
surplus you make must be used to further your organisation's
objectives. Surplus must not be used to pay dividends or other
rewards.

o Your organisation must not be controlled - directly or indirectly - by a
local authority or a landfill operator registered for landfill tax.
Guidance on this issue is available from ENTRUST.

http://www.ltcs.org.uk

www.entrust.org.uk

National Sports Foundation
This is a Government-led initiative to facilitate and encourage partnerships
between private investors and community projects. There will be £34.5m to

distribute from 2006 to 2008, with the main aim to strengthen grass roots sport.
The minimum amount of match funding you can request from the Foundation is

£50,001.

Programme Manager
National Sports Federation
3rd Floor, Victoria House
Bloomsbury Square, London WC1B 4SE
0845 603 6069
funding@nationalsportsfoundation.org

SportsAid Foundation www.sportsaid.org.uk

Sport England
Sport England invests in projects that help people start, stay and succeed in

sport.

o Decisions about Sport England funding (grants over £5,000) are
made locally by the nine regional sports boards

o Eligible projects will be assessed against the priorities laid out in
each region's sports plan and the National Framework for Sport

www.sportengland.org/index/get_funding/how_funding_works

This link gives all relevant information about Sport England’s
funding.
If you have any questions about Sport England funding,
please contact their helpline on:

Tel: 08458 508 508 (Monday-Friday, 8am-6pm)

Sportsmatch (England)

This is a government initiative, which aims to improve the quality and quantity
of business sponsorship at grassroots level. Every pound put in by a new

business sponsor starting from a minimum of £1,000 (£500 for schools), has
the potential to be matched on an equal basis.

http://www.sportsmatch.co.uk



Department for Education and Skills (DfES)
Community Champions

The Children’s Fund
Sure Start

Modern Apprentices

www.dfes.gov.uk
www.dfes.gov.uk/communitychampions
www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/strategy/childrensfund/
www.surestart.gov.uk/surestartservices/support/funding/
www.apprenticeships.org.uk

Department for Communities and Local Government: –
Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

Safer and Stronger Communities Fund Info
The Single Community Programme

New Deal for Communities
And their “How to….” guides

www.communities.gov.uk
www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/page.asp?id=611
www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/publications.asp?did=1045
www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/page.asp?id=517
www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/page.asp?id=617
www.neighbourhood.gov.uk/page.asp?id=619

Other websites to look at:

Mentoring and Befriending Foundation
Department of Health - National Service Framework – Section 64

Social Inclusion funding – regionally based

Department of Trade and Industry – Phoenix Fund

www.futurebuilders-england.org.uk
www.mandbf.org.uk/resources_and_research/182,620
www.dh.gov.uk then do a search for Section 64 grants
www.gos.gov.uk/national
www.dti.gov.uk



Funding – Northern Ireland Specific

The Big Lottery Fund – Northern Ireland Big Lottery Fund – Northern Ireland
1 Cromac Quay,
Cromac Wood, Ormeau Road
Belfast, Northern Ireland, BT7 2JD
028 905 51455
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/about/offices/northern_ireland.h
tm

Sports Council for Northern Ireland

There are two main funding streams:

1. Community
If you are looking for a grant of between £500 and £10,000, you should apply

to the Awards for All grants programme.

2. National
Building Sport is the new capital programme from the Sports Council for

Northern Ireland’s Lottery Fund.  This programme aims to provide partnership
funding for major capital projects that will increase access to opportunities for

sporting development and participation for as many people as possible.
The maximum award available is £600,000

Projects that demonstrate their potential to contribute to the delivery of one or
more of the strategic objectives of the Sports Council, may be eligible for

substantial partnership funding from this programme.

o Sport in Our Community investment programme

www.sportni.net/Lottery/index.htm

This link gives all relevant information about the Sports
Council for Northern Ireland’s funding, including:

Awards for All

Big Lottery Fund

If you have any questions about funding, please contact
their helpline on:

028 9038 1222  
info@sportni.net

028 9038 2222
www.sportni.net/buildingsport/buildingsport.htm
buildingsport@sportni.net

Sport in Our Community
Sports Council for Northern Ireland
House of Sport
Upper Malone Road
Belfast
BT9 5LA

028 9038 3860
www.sportni.net/sportincommunity/sportincommunity.htm



Funding – Scotland Specific

Awards for All Lottery Grant
Awards are made to voluntary sports clubs and community organisations

with incomes of less than £20,000 pa. Eligible projects must be
developmental and cost no more than £10,000.

Awards for All
4th Floor, 1 Atlantic Quay
1 Robertson Street, Glasgow, G2 8JB
0845 600 2040 (application pack)
0870 240 2931 (advice)
www.awardsforall.org.uk

The Big Lottery Fund
Programmes for Scotland include:

Active Futures
New Opportunities for PE and Sport Activities

Transforming Your Space

The Big Lottery Fund
1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Way
Glasgow, G2 8JB
0870 240 2391/ 0141 242 1400
enquiries.scotland@biglotteryfund.org.uk
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/about/offices/scotland.htm

Coalfields Regeneration Trust
Awards are made to voluntary and statutory organisations for projects
involving social, economic and educational development in coalfield

communities. Grants from £500 to £10,000 are available.

Coalfields Regeneration
Trust
12 The Square
Cumnock
East Ayreshire, KA18 1BG
01290 423 389
www.coalfields-regen.org.uk

Coalfields Regeneration
Trust
The e-Centre
Cooperage Way Business
Centre, Cooperwage Way
Alloa, FK10 3LP
01259 272 127

Communities Scotland
Awards are made to social economy organisations for projects that help

them to become more financially stable and deliver new or improved
public services. Grants are made from £50,000 to £500,000 through the

Futurebuilders Scotland Investment Fund or up to £50,000 from the
Seedcorn Fund.

Social Economy Unit
Thistle House
91 Haymarket Terrace
Edinburgh, EH12 5HE
0131 479 5379
fbs@communitiesscotland.gsi.gov.uk
www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk

The Hugh Fraser Foundation
Awards are made to non-profit organisations for projects involving the
disadvantaged and disabled. Grants range from £1,000 to £100,000.

The Hugh Fraser Foundation
C/o Turcan Connell, Princess Exchange
1 Earl Grey Street, Edinburgh, EH3 9EE
0131 228 8111

The Gannochy Trust
Awards are made to registered charities for a wide range of projects but
primarily those involving youth and recreation. Grants are available for

up to £200,000 in exceptional circumstances.

The Gannochy Trust
Kincarrathie House Drive
Pitcullen Crescent
Perth, PH2 7HX
01738 620653

Halifax Bank of Scotland (HBOS) Foundation
Awards are made to voluntary groups for projects that help to develop or

improve their communities. There is no upper or lower limit but the
average award is around £3,400.

Halifax Bank of Scotland (HBOS) Foundation
The Mound
Edinburgh, EH1 1YZ
0845 673 2005

Lloyd’s TSB Foundation for Scotland
Awards are made to charitable organisations for projects that are

intended to improve the lives of people in disadvantaged and
marginalised groups. Grants are offered from £500 to £10,000.

Lloyd’s TSB Foundation for Scotland
Riverside House, 502 Gorgie Road
Edinburgh, EH11 3AF
0870 902 1201
www.ltsbfoundationforscotland.org.uk

Local Sports Councils
Small grants may be available for a variety of projects as well as

information on other local or national sources of funding.

www.sportscotland.org.uk
Local telephone directories

MacRobert Trust
Awards are made to charitable organisations for projects involving one of
seven areas of major interest  (includes youth, education and community
welfare). There is no upper or limit for grants although most are made in

the range from £5,000 to £10,000.

MacRobert Trust
Cromar, Tarland
Aberdeenshire, AB34 4UD
www.themacroberttrust.org.uk



The Robertson Trust
Awards are made to charitable organisations for a wide range of projects
involving education or the relief of poverty, including community sports
initiatives. Grants of up to £5,000 are made through the Trust’s small
grants scheme with no upper limit to awards under its major grants

programme.

The Robertson Trust
85 Berkley Street
Glasgow, G3 7DX
0141 221 3151
www.therobertsontrust.org.uk

The Scottish Community Foundation
Awards are made to small constituted groups for projects involving social
welfare or community: women’s fund; and sport relief. Small grants of up

to £1,000 and main grants of up to £5,000 are available.

The Scottish Community Foundation
Suite 3.4, Turnberry House
175 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 2LB
0141 225 6670
www.scottishcommunityfoundation.com/grants

The Scottish Community Foundation – Fair Share Programme
Awards are made to community groups for projects that meet the

priorities of the 13 designated fair share neighbourhood areas based in
Glasgow, Renfrewshire, South Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, South
Lanarkshire and Dundee. Grants are available from £5,000 up to

£250,000.

The Scottish Community Foundation – Fair Share
Programme
Suite 3.4, Turnberry House
175 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 2LB
0141 225 6670
www.scottishcommunityfoundation.com/grants

Special Investment Scotland
Loans are offered to social enterprises for projects that benefit the
disadvantaged or vulnerable. Loans can be given in the range from

£10,000 up to £500,000 with repayments covering periods from one to
ten years.

Special Investment Scotland
2nd Floor, 1-2 St Andrew Square
Edinburgh, EH2 2DB
0131 558 7706
www.socialinvestmentscotland.com

Sportsmatch (Scotland)
This is a government initiative, which aims to improve the quality and

quantity of business sponsorship at grassroots level. Every pound put in
by a new business sponsor starting from a minimum of £1,000 has the

potential to be matched on an equal basis.

Sportscotland
Caledonia House
South Gyle, Edinburgh, EH12 9DQ
0131 317 7200
www.sportscotland.org.uk

Sportscotland
Sportscotland is one of five distributors in Scotland of National Lottery

money and is the agency dedicated to promoting sporting opportunities
for all Scots at all levels, whatever their sporting interest and ability.

In 2003, following a major organisational review, sportscotland integrated
its stand-alone Lottery Fund and Exchequer teams, and revised its
categories of investment. Funds are now allocated for revenue and
facilities expenditure within one of three categories of investment, which
mirror the three visions:  Widening Opportunities, Developing Potential
and Achieving Excellence.

There are two main funding streams:
1. Community

If you are looking for a grant of between £500 and £5,000, you should
apply to the Awards for All grants programme.

2. National
The Building for Sport Programme is divided into two strands:

o The Community Facilities strand
o The Training and Competition Facilities strand

The Social Inclusion Partnership Programme is a new Lottery Fund
award programme. It focuses on the needs of those people covered by
Scotland's Social Inclusion Partnership areas and aims to:

o Assist communities to develop themselves through sport and
physical recreation;

o Increase the quality and quantity of participation in sport and
physical recreation with social, economic and health benefits

Sportscotland
Caledonia House
South Gyle
Edinburgh
EH12 9DQ

0131 317 7200
www.sportscotland.org.uk

This website gives all relevant information about the
SportScotland’s funding, including:

Awards for All

Big Lottery Fund

Social Inclusion Partnership Programme



Funding – Wales Specific

Awards for All
If you are looking for a grant of between £500 and £10,000, you
should apply to the Awards for All grants programme, which is

part of the Big Lottery Fund.

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk

Big Lottery Fund – Wales Big Lottery Fund – Wales
2nd Floor
Ladywell House
Newtown
Powys
SY16 1JB
01686 611700
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/about/offices/wales.htm

Coalfields Regeneration Trust
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust is an independent agency,

committed to achieving social and economic regeneration in the
former coalfield areas of Wales, England and Scotland.

Coalfields Regeneration Trust
Regeneration Manager
Unit 7
Maritime Office
Woodlands Terrace
Maes-y-coed
Pontypridd, CF37 1DZ
01443 404455

Sports Council for Wales
There are two main funding streams:

1. Community

Community Chest Grant
This is a Sports Council for Wales (SCW) National Lottery
funded grant aid scheme. It is designed to encourage more
people to become more physically active more often. The

maximum grant is £750 in any 12 month period. Local
authority based with grants up to £750

Minor Grants
Minor Grants provides funding for projects that create new,

additional or improved opportunities to play sport. The scheme is
used widely by the Council to encourage individuals, families and
communities to become more active. Grants from £750 - £10,000
can be awarded. The total project cost cannot exceed £12,500.

2. National

Facility Development
This scheme is used to improve the facility base at both a local
and national level. Supporting and underpinning development

work, capital funding is used strategically to support the
development of sport and physical activity primarily in areas of

greatest need.

The Business Sponsorship Initiative Scheme for Sport
The scheme provides a vital link between the commercial

sector and the development of grass-roots sport, and offers
sports clubs and governing bodies support with projects that

increase grass-roots participation, by match '£ for £' investment
by the private sector. Awards range from a minimum of £300 (up
to three sponsors can make up this amount - normally £100 per

sponsor) and to a maximum of £15,000.

Community Chest

Minor Grants

Big Lottery Fund

Sports Council for Wales
Sophia Gardens
Cardiff
CF11 9SW
029 2033 8200
http://sports-council-wales.co.uk

Contact your nearest Sports Council for Wales regional office for
further information.

Contact your nearest Sports Council for Wales regional office for
further information

Sportsmatch (Cymru)
This is a government initiative, which aims to improve the quality
and quantity of Business sponsorship at grassroots level. Every

pound put in by a new Business sponsor starting from a minimum
of £1,000 has the potential to be matched on an equal basis.

www.sportsmatch.co.uk

Welsh European Funding Office www.wefo.wales.gov.uk


